
“It was ‘All Aboard’ 
or showing of California Petite Sirah” 
The Editor’s Vineyard, Joe Hilbers, Feb. ‘05
www.vittlesvoyages.com/petite.html 

Recently for the second year there was the Blue Tooth Train Tour which is sponsored by Concannon Vineyards 
and the Petite Sirah Advocacy Organization. In Los Angeles it took place at Union Station aboard a private 
railroad car. 

Wineries taking part included Concannon, Bogle, David Bruce, F. Teldeschi, Foppiano, Guenoc Estate, Judd’s 
Hill, Parducci, Robert Biale, Rosenblum, Trentadue, Vine Robles and Silkwood. California can rightly call Pe-
tite Sirah its very own. Like so many immigrants once in California it took on a new character and personality. 
At U.C. Davis it has been determined that Petite Sirah is the result of cross pollination of two French varietals, 
Durif and Pelousin, both regional natives of the Rhone Valley. 

Durif arrived in California in 1884, imported by Charles McIver of Linda Vista Vineyards in Mission San Jose. 
He changed the name to Petite Sirah and the varietal prospered in California to the point that at one time some 
14,000 acres were planted with it. 

As other varietals rose in popularity vineyards of Petite Sirah declined to three thousand acres in 1990 only to 
rise once again to over fi ve thousand acres in 2003. Thanks to raves by wine critics and writers who compare 
California Petite Sirah to big, hearty, full bodied cabernets, the varietal is once again increasingly popular with 
both vintners and consumers. 

Two California wineries have long been identifi ed with Petite Sirah. Concannon Vineyards of the Livermore 
Valley was the fi rst to identify and release a vintage in 1964. Also that year Foppiano Vineyards released its fi rst 
identifi ed Petite Sirah from the Russian River Valley. 

Since then both wineries have continued to release Petite Sirah year after year. Foppiano vintages are from vines 
over 100 years old. 

Now there is a Petite Sirah Advocacy Organization entitled “Petite Sirah, I love you”, with its own website. 
Check it out at www.psiloveyou.org. Other cities on the Blue Tooth Tour included San Francisco, Seattle, Port-
land, Dallas, St. Louis and Chicago. 

The Petite Sirahs this Writer tasted at Union Station all had that traditional hallmark of the varietal, deep purple 
color, big structure, powerful aroma, concentrated fl avors and a pleasingly long fi nish. It is a hearty wine de-
signed for hearty foods. A true delight for steak lovers. 

www.psiloveyou.org


