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Petite sirah has more confusion and mystery surrounding it than Area 51. 
Jancis Robinson states in her book “Vines Grapes and Wines,” “The mystery 
about petite sirah is how it got its name. There is nothing particularly pe-
tite about it, and it has no connection whatsoever with the noble syrah of the 
Rhone valley.”

Thanks to the DNA profi ling by Carole Meredith, professor emeritus, Depart-
ment of Viticulture and Enology, University of California at Davis and her col-
leagues, we now know the facts about the lineage of the petite sirah grape.

Petite sirah, also known as Durif, started as a seedling around 1880, in the ex-
perimental vineyard of Dr. Francois Durif, a nurseryman in southern France. 
The seed that became Durif is the result of cross-pollination between Peloursin 
(an obscure varietal found in the south of France) and syrah, one of the world’s 
great red grapes.

While petite sirah will never be an elegant or subtle wine, it is an extremely 
versatile wine. The full-bodied fruit fl avors and naturally crisp acidity pair well 
with hearty food dishes. I fi nd myself reaching for a bottle to accompany bar-
becue, pizza, pot roast, lasagna and wild game.

Be audacious. Break the chains of normalcy and open a bottle of petite sirah. 
I guarantee it will enhance your next slab of baby-back pork ribs. Here are a 
dozen for you to try.
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2002 Bogle, Petite Sirah Port, Quick Ranch, Clarksburg, Calif., $18, 1,700 cases: Black in the glass, with 
aromas of raspberries, plums and raisins. Full, rich and sweet, the wine is chock full of fruit fl avors, chocolate 
and pecans. Lovely; 88/90.

2003 Concannon, Petite Sirah, Selected Vineyard, Central Coast, Calif., $15, 50,000 cases: The nose 
is fi lled with cherry, berry and aged wood notes. Tannins are fi rm but rounded. Pretty complex for its price 
point. You’ll enjoy berry fruit, chocolate and vanilla, fi nishing with tart cherry nuances; 86/88.

2003 Ehrhardt, Petite Sirah, Clarksburg, Calif., $26, 1,400 cases: The nose and palate are a pleasant 
mix of black fruit liqueur, olives and barrel notes. The wine is full, lush and crisp, with impeccable balance; 
88/88.

2002 Foppiano, Petite Sirah, Russian River Valley Estate, Calif., $23, 7,000 cases: This inky-colored 
petite gives off aromas of warm spices, black fruit, sweet oak and tea. Full on the palate, the wine is tart, with 
generous, supple tannins. Berry and toasty oak fl avors linger of the protracted fi nish; 88/88.

2001 Guenoc, Petite Sirah, North Coast, Calif., $18, 5,053 cases. Easy to drink right now, this purple/red 
petite exhibits lots of cherry and berry aromas and fl avors, laced with a layer of sweet oak. Crisp acidity lends 
ample support; 86/88.

2001 Judd, Petite Sirah, Cranston Vineyard, Lodi, Calif., $26, 200 cases: You won’t read print through 
this inky beast. Ripe blueberries, plums, spice and cedar unfold on the nose and then do an encore on the pal-
ate. A hint of black pepper sneaks in on the fi nish. Tannins are well-managed here; 88/88.

2002 Lolonis, Petite Sirah, Orpheus, Heritage Vineyards, Redwood Valley, Calif., $35, 1,200 cases: This 
deeply hued wine is packed with aromas of berry jam, spice and sweet oak. Full on the palate, with generous 
tannins, the rich, jammy fruit lingers endlessly on the fi nish, with a pecan (?) nuance; 88/87.

2002 Marr, Petite Sirah, Tehama Foothills, Calif., $27, 200 cases. This wine has a nice sense of balance. 
Aromas of berries, smoke, warm spices and oak morph into fl avors of cherry fruit, smoky fruit and plum 
undertones. Delightful; 88/88.

2002 Silkwood, Petite Sirah, Stanislaus County, Calif., $36, 960 cases: The wine takes after its name 
– silky smooth with obvious wood notes. Black fruit, toasty oak, mint and cigar leaf highlight the nose and 
carries over to the palate. The fi nish is long and underscored by black currant notes and sweet oak. Check out 
the unusual velvet packaging. An elegantly-styled Petite that can be enjoyed now; 89/88.

2002 Spellbound, Petite Sirah, California, $15, 2,500 cases: This wine is designed to drink right now. It’s 
built on a medium framework with soft tannins, and you’ll appreciate rich cherry and coffee aromas and 
fl avors; 85/87.

2002 Stags’ Leap Winery, Petite Sirah, Napa Valley, Calif., $35: Almost black in the glass; the aromas are 
all about black fruit, spice and American oak. The wine shows impeccable balance, with fi rm, rounded tan-
nins giving support. Currants, blueberries, chocolate and spices evolve on the palate, with a long blackberry 
fi nish, 88/87.

2002 Victor Hugo, Petite Sirah, Paso Robles, Calif., $18, 1,194 cases: Aromas of plums, blue fruit and 
American oak radiate from this deep purple-red Petite. Very elegant on the entry, the wine is rich, with lots of 
sweet oak to match the fruit. Will the oak integrate? 87+/89+.

Dr. Randy Buckner lives in Steilacoom and is a family practitioner in Olympia. Wines are rated on a 100-
point scale, with the fi rst number indicating quality and the second relative value. Write to him at randybuck-
ner@att.net or visit his Web site: www.wineloverspage.com/bucko. 
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