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I haven’t seen many Petite Sirahs around St. 
Louis, particularly in grocery stores. So when I 
saw two at the Shop ‘n Save at 7057 Chippewa 
Street, each for less than $15, I thought I’d try 
them both.

Most Petite Sirah is grown in California. There 
has been a bit of controversy over the years as 
to what grape it really is. It’s not really a Syrah 
(or Shiraz, as Syrah is called in Australia). Some 
believe Petite Sirah is a grape called Durif, a 
cross between Syrah and Peloursin.

Whatever the varietal, petite is not an adjective 
to describe the wine it produces. Petite Sirah 
makes robust, inky, full-bodied wines with lots of 
tannins. They are great on a cold evening with 
a hearty meal. These are big wines that go with 
steak and other types of grilled beef, lamb or 
game.

As fall temperatures began to descend, Petite 
Sirah sounded like a good thing. The one I liked 
the most was the 2006 Concannon from the 
Central Coast wine-growing area of California 
selling for $7.48 a bottle or $77 for a case of 12. 

This was a delicious wine; I really recommend 
it if you like a soft and full-bodied red. But the 
purchase didn’t start off so well. Three vintages 
were on the shelf, and I chose the 2005. When 
I got the bottle home, I found that the wine was 
“corked.” This is not the fault of the retailer. It’s 
a problem that occurs when a bacteria forms 
on the cork, producing an unmistakable odor 
that had been compared to a wet dog or damp 
basement.

I took the wine back, and the store let me 
exchange it for the 2006. Maybe that was a 
blessing in disguise. This was a tasty, flavorful 
wine with a lovely complex aroma. According 
to the label, Concannon was the first winery to 
bottle Petite Sirah, and it obviously knows what 
it’s doing.

The Concannon has a distinctive and delicious 
black cherry flavor. This is a soft, rich wine 
laced with oak. It ends with a long peppery 
finish. Although this is a big wine, it has a subtle 
complexity that’s more similar to a Bordeaux 
Rhone-style red.




