
Letters to the Editor: To Zin or Not to Zin, That is the Question...

First one: Jo Diaz, Executive Director P.S. I Love You, Windsor

While Senator Carol Migden has come up with a novel idea to have the California legislature recognize a vitis 
vinifera as a state grape, it leaves other grapes that have been grown in the state since the 1800s in the dust. 
Zinfandel has been established as a heritage varietal, but it’s not the only grape to have this distinction. To now 
proclaim this publicly will negate much of the hard work that’s currently being done to establish more Califor-
nia viticultural history. At least, it will certainly slow down the progress.

The group P.S. I Love You (P.S. stands for Petite Sirah) had been on the move for the past four and a half years. 
In that time, we’ve had four Petite Sirah Noble Symposiums organized by Louis Foppiano at his winery. We’ve 
begun a Petite Sirah Heritage Clone Vineyard at U.C. Davis under the directorship of Dr. James Wolpert and 
Patty Bogle, as PSILY’s chair. We’ve been give a six fi gure budget by Concannon Vineyard (two years in a row) 
to take Petite Sirah on the road as an educational tour, with many of our members joining in with additional 
income and their wines. We’ve created a “Grand Rouge” glass with Eisch Glaskultur of Germany, specifi cally 
designed and tested for PS, with Paul Dolan chairing that group. The very fi rst functions of PSILY were to 
launch an educational Website for the varietal, http://www.psiloveyou.org, and become incorporated as a 501-C-
6. As silly as our name appears to be, we’re a very serious group intent on establishing anther heritage varietal, 
Petite Sirah.

Little know facts about Petite Sirah:

In 1880, in the Rhone region of France, Dr. Francois Durif crossed Syrah and Peloursin, naming it Durif. Al-
though Durif/Petite Sirah was born in France, is was not recognized there as a noble varietal. In 1884, Petite 
Sirah was introduced to California, where it’s fl ourished, surviving phylloxera. The US has the most acres of PS 
in the world. California has 5,467 acres, with only 7,109 acres planted world wide. In the 1960s, Napa Valley 
was primarily planted to Petite Sirah by 60 percent! Each year, Petite Sirah continues to grow in popularity with 
winemakers and consumers. Statistics are being kept by Foppiano Vineyard for their Petite Sirah Annual Re-
port. There are currently 296 identifi ed producers of PS. A bit of Petite Sirah gives many young wines depth and 
backbone, when their own identity isn’t completely developed. Singling out any varietal as a state grape isn’t 
the best direction for furthering all of the California wine industry. California has many varietals with historical 
signifi cance, as indicated above on behalf of Petite Sirah. By virtue of being grown in California, each varietal 
has a story to tell, and should be recognized with some signifi cance.

We must ask ourselves, “What would better serve all of California’s $49 billion winegrowing industry?” To 
continue the course we were on, by continuing the efforts of the Wine Institute, individual county winegrow-
ing associations, and the California Department of Food and Agriculture; or, to promote all varietals grown in 
California in every part of the world?

To single out one varietal in California could potentially mean that our domestic and export programs would 
become myopic; i.e., focusing on just one varietal, versus continuing to explore and advocate for all varietals 
that we have to offer from this great state of California.
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Second one: Emil Abelaf, San Jose

Like everything else in California, Zinfandel arrived here, probably post Gold rush, from what is now the Dal-
matian Coast. Genetic tests on the Zinfandel grape have linked it to varietals from what is now Croatia. So does 
this make Zinfandel a “Californian” wine?

This begs the second set of questions. Does France or Italy have their “national” wines? Sauterne or a nice Chi-
anti? Or Bordeaux, does it have its region’s wine?

We could go on and on. Australia, New Zealand, Argentina, Chile, South Africa, Portugal, Spain. How about 
less famous areas like Bulgaria, Romania, Croatia, Slovenia, Hungary. We wouldn’t want to stampede them into 
selecting their nation’s wine, would we? There is a lot of pressure in the wine business now. You’ve heard about 
the war between Hungary and the Collio Region in Italy over the “Tocai” name haven’t you? Could other wine 
wars be far behind if this initiative spread to other countries?

Now if Zinfandel is the “California Wine”, does it belong to Napa, Sonoma, Mendocino, Alexander Valley, 
Livermore Valley, Saint Ynex Valley, Central Valley, Paso Robles? Wouldn’t the ballot have to explicitly state 
this? (Or would it unoffi cially belong to Mike Grgic, (nice Croatian guy who) who really lead the effort to popu-
larize this wine.)

Third set of questions, what about the poor Chardonnay, Cabernet, Merlot, Pinot Noir, Sauvignon, etc. grapes. 
Can they fi le for equal protection under the law?

What is California trying to prove with this initiative?
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Third one: Jose I. Ibanez, Santa Clara

Cabernet Sauvignon should be the California state wine. Cabernet is the dominant red grape grown in Califor-
nia. Cabernet Sauvignon is the most popular wine “by far” in acres planted and would be the winner if chosen 
by initiative process. The Cabernet Sauvignon grape is the best choice because it requires more sunshine than 
others, and the entire world knows that California is the sunshine state. Finally, Cabernet is the best choice be-
cause it is a sophisticated, distinctive wine with long aging potential. Also, it can be fermented alone or blended 
with other varietals grapes. People around the world will sip the best Cabernet imagining they are basking in the 
California sun and knowing that they are drinking the very best.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Fouth one: Diane Thompson, Gilroy

So, the best use of Carole Migden’s time is to determine the varietal that should be our “state wine”? And, she 
thinks the voter’s should be bothered with a ballot initiative on the topic (not to mention the cost)? Well, our 
state government must be in much better shape that I thought, if this is how she spends her time. Here’s an idea 
- let’s all raise a glass and toast to a part-time state legislature that won’t have time for these frivolous endeav-
ors.

www.psiloveyou.org


