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Tasting Highlights: California Petite Sirah
Ten exciting wines from an underappreciated grape that, 
despite its name, can make some very big reds

MaryAnn Worobiec

Petite Sirah has a lot of personality, with dense (sometimes rustic and chewy) tannins, inky dark 
color and powerful, potent dark fruit flavors. And with Petite Sirah's strong identity comes a strong 
following—there’s even a fan club (P.S. I Love You) that sponsors a “Blue Tooth Tour” of Petites 
around the country.

This week’s mix of recent Petite Sirah releases includes both old standbys and new favorites. The 
top three wines—two from perennial top-scorer Rosenblum...show the diversity of Petite Sirah, as 
it can perform well in Napa Valley, Contra Costa or Lodi.

On the value end, check out Concannon and Big House, two great examples for $15.

ROSENBLUM Petite Sirah Napa Valley 
Pickett Road 2006 Score: 92 | $35
Rich, dark, dense and intense, with a mouthful of 
chewy tannins, but also plenty of flavor oozing out. 
Black cherry, blackberry, plum and cassis flavors 
are at the core, with tobacco, spice and lots of 
toasty, smoky oak influences and an espresso 
finish. Drink now through 2020. 850 cases 
produced. —M.W. 

ROSENBLUM Petite Sirah Contra Costa 
County Pato Vineyard 2006 Score: 91 | $25
This is inky dark, with opulent blackberry and 
huckleberry pie notes that have an untamed 
quality, with fragrant overtones of violet. Extremely 
fruity, but with spice, cola and toasty oak notes 
that provide complexity, with thick, 
velvety tannins. Drink now through 
2017. 240 cases produced. —M.W.  

BIG HOUSE Petite Sirah Paso Robles 
The Prodigal Son 2005 Score: 86 | $15

Fragrantly floral, with a bright fruit profile of red 
currant, cherry and fruit punch flavors. The chewy 

tannins stay in the background. Drink now through 
2012. 8500 cases produced. —M.W. 

CONCANNON Petite Sirah Central Coast 
Limited Release 2005 Score: 86 | $15

Rustic and chewy, but with good intensity to 
the red currant, cherry, plum, mineral and spice 
flavors. Drink now through 2017. 55000 cases 

produced. —M.W. 

PARDUCCI Petite Sirah Mendocino 
True Grit 2005 Score: 86 | $30

A chewy, tannic wine, with fruity, 
grapey and cassis notes that are 
shaded by spicy, cedary qualities 

and a pleasant cola edge. Drink now 
through 2014. 1513 cases produced. 

—M.W.


