
A Little Purple Mystery
Petite Sirah has done its best to confound 

just about everyone who’s interested
     The Petite Sirah grape has done a grand job mystifying scien-
tists with its origin - and consumers with its spelling. It was at fi rst 
thought to be a close relative of  the Rhone varietal Syrah. Then 
researchers found it to be related to the almost-extinct French grape 
Durif. They then fi gured out Durif  was a cross between another 
varietal, so they were actually sort of  right the fi rst time. Could it get 
any more puzzling?
     Actually, yes. Consumers naturally confuse Petite Sirah with Syrah 
and Shiraz because of  the similar spellings. You see, Syrah and Shiraz 
are the same grape; it’s just that in Australia, they call Syrah Shiraz. 
Since Syrah is distantly related to Petite Sirah, Shiraz is also related to 
Petite Sirah. But don’t ever call it Petite Shiraz.
     Did you get all that?
     If  not, don’t be alarmed. Thank heaven, there’s a Petite Sirah 
advocacy organization whimsically named P.S. I Love You (www.
psiloveyou.org) to straighten it all out for you. Then take a look at 
what our tasters found. If  you are anything like us, you’ll do your 
best Agatha Christie or Sherlock Holmes impersonation and fi nd out 
about this little mystery.

2002 Trentadue Winery
“Super intense” is how one taster described 
this purplish-black wine... an array of aromas, 
such as strawberry, cherry... toast, plum and 
currant. The wine’s intensity and complexity 
remained on the palate with added notes of 
dried blueberry and chocolate. It fi nished 
boldly but not overbearingly with plum, 
chocolate and pleasant tannins. 92

2002 Mettler Family Vineyards
This deep, dark purple wine teased panelists 
with aromas of spicy blackberries, earthy 
mushrooms, balsamic strawberries and other 
red berries. Nothing small here... big fl avors of 
blueberry cobbler, clove spice, black pepper and 
black cherries with a hint of mint... it landed 
softly with lingering notes of red berries, lightly 
toasted oak and moderate tannins. 92

2001 Guenoc
Deep Purple with just a hint of crimson... 
served up aromas of raspberry, cherry 
cola, clove and cinnamon with a note of 
menthol... well-balanced, medium-bodied 
fruit-centric wine also offered light cocoa, 
black pepper, spice and mint notes with a 
long, smoky, toasty, chocolaty fi nish. 92

2002 Marr Cellars
This pretty, dark, purple wine, looks 
innocent, so “you would never know 
it could knock your socks off” with 
concentrated aromas of cinnamon, 
cedar cloves and a “dark cherry-berry 
blast.” Lots of cherries stuck around 
the palate, and they brought along 
raspberries, licorice and blackberry 
tarts... full-bodied... 91

2002 Silkwood Wines
Someone must have emptied an inkwell... 
Aromas were dark too, consisting of chocolate, 
black currant and smoke with shades of red 
licorice and black cherry. The color changed a 
bit in the glass with some mint and eucalyptus 
notes, but they were balanced by rich red and 
dark berry fruit... 91

2002 Foppiano Vineyards, Estate
“Looks like liquid velvet,” said one taster of 
this inky purple wine, which offered pleasant 
aromas of raspberries, smoky plums, black 
pepper and whiffs of eucalyptus... lots of 
minty, cherry chocolate qualities... Relatively 
long fi nish... medium-bodied... peppery, 
jammy fruit and some drying tannins. 90

2002 Parducci Wine Cellars
Full in body and ruby-purple in color, this 
“chewy” offering exuded fl oral, herbal 
and cherry-berry scents. Flavors were 
“zesty,” with spicy nutmeg, blackberry, 
cassis, peppery oak and dry tannins that 
lingered nicely on the fi nish. This wine is 
NOT for those looking for a light-bodied, 
easy quaff. 90

2002 Pedroncelli Family Vineyards
“A black beauty!” one panelist wrote of this intensely 
colored wine. Smells were described as “elegant” 
and “yummy,” displaying notes of bell pepper, 
berries, earth... Dusty tannins weaved their way 
around bold cherry-berry fl avors as this medium- to 
full bodied offering fi nished with lingering notes of 
jam. 90

2002 Foppiano Vineyards, 
Bacigalupi Vineyard
This bright, opaque, purple-ruby offering issued 
aromas of black cherry, warm cherry jam 
and strawberry with pleasing accents of dark 
chocolate and cayenne spice. Lots of fruit and 
jam fl avors were present... It had a pleasant 
medium-length fi nish with some drying tannins.

89

2001 Guenoc, Reserve, 
Serpentine Meadow
This dark purple monster 
attacked tasters with aromas 
of black cherry, blackberry, 
violets and a pouch full of dried 
herbs. It made a straightforward 
frontal assault on the tongue 
with fl avors of spice, raspberry, 
black cherry and cocoa with 
sharp tannin tentacles. 
“Tangy tannins” remained 
on the tongue long after the 
colossus went its way. 89


